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LITHUANIAN  NUMISMATIC  VIDEO  PRODUCED 


The  Society's  fall  1996  program,  "Money  Your  Lithuanian  Ancestors  Used,"  featured  the 
Museum's  Numismatics  Curator  Frank  Passic. 

OSTMONEY  AND  THE  LITAS 

ByJ.  Gabrys 

[Reprinted  from  the  September  3,  1922  issue  of  Laisve,  publikshed  in 
Kaunas.  Lithuania.  Translated  by  Algirdas  Kepalas.  This  article 
appeared  shortly  before  the  Litas  was  introduced  in  Lithaunia] 

The  disastrous  fall  of  the  German  mark,  quickly 
approaching  zero  (the  rate  of  the  mark  in  the  Zurich  stock 
exchange  has  reached  0.25  centimes),  pulls  Germany  to  a 
disaster,  and  together  with  it  Lithuania.  But  according  to 
the  proverb,  better  late  than  never.  Ow  provisional 
government  made  a great  error  in  1919  when  it  did  not 
stamp  the  then  Osts  used  in  Lithuania  and  did  not  put 
under  control  the  State  Loan  East  Bank  which  was  the 
actual  bank  of  emission  of  Lithuania,  and  that  had  all  the 
priviledges  of  that  kind  of  a bank,  but  did  not  carry  any 
duties  or  responsibilities. 

This  German  insitution,  being  under  no  control  of 
our  government,  printed  unlimited  amounts  of  Osts, 
transported  them  to  Lithuania  through  all  sorts  of  credit 
institutions  (according  to  my  knowledge,  the  bank  gave 
the  more  prominent  Lithuanian  banks  only  more  than 
billion  credit)  to  buy  here  raw  materials,  food  and 
especially  foreign  currency-dollars  and  pounds,  for 
Germany. 


In  what  has  to  be  probably  the 
first  video  of  its  type,  the  Lithuanian- 
American  Genealogical  Society  at  the 
Balzekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian 
Culture  in  Chicago  has  issued  a 
professionally-produced  video- 

cassette entitled,  "Lithuanian 
Numismatics-Money  Your  Ancestors 
Used." 

This  hour  long  presentation 
features  the  Museum's  Numismatic 
Curator  and  editor  of  The  Knight, 
Frank  Passic.  The  taping 

occurred  at  the  October  29,  1996 
meeting  of  the  LAGS,  in  which  several 
LNA  members  attended  in  addition  to 
the  genealogical  crowd. 

Passic's  talk  covers  money  used 
in  Lithuania  during  the  20th  century 
through  the  World  War  n period.  This 
includes  the  Lithuanian  litas  coins  and 
banknotes,  German-issued  municipal 
notes  such  as  was  issued  in  Klaipeda. 
Rusne,  Tilsit,  and  Seda,  the  Panevezys 
Bolshevik  money,  Polish  notes  issued 
for  Vilnius,  post-World  War  n 
displaced  persons  camp  money, 
Lithuanian  lottery  tickets,  the  German 
1916  Ostrubel  and  1918  Ostmark 
money,  Lithuanian  bank  checks,  and 
several  other  items. 

The  talk  is  an  excellent 
overview  to  introduce  your  Lithuanian 
relatives  to  collecting  Lithuanian 
numismatic  material,  as  well  as 
appealing  to  numismatists  and 
historians.  This  video,  the  first  of  its 
type  for  Lithuanian  numismatics, 
belongs  in  the  "library'"  of  any 
Lithuanian  coUector. 

Following  the  main 


presentation,  the  group  moves  to  the 
Iloth  articles  continued  on  page  2.... 


■ OSTMONEY 


Continued  from  page  1.... 


If  oiir  government  at  its  time  had  marked  Osts 
available  in  Lithuania  and  controlled  the  emission  of  new 
notes,  our  country  would  have  avoided  very  heavy 
economic  crisis  which  we  have  now  to  go  through.  Our 
Osts  would  not  drop  to  zero,  but  would  be  approximately 
of  the  value  of  the  Czechoslovak  koruna  18.5  (in  the  stock 
exchange  of  Zurich)  or  even  higher,  because  Lithuania's 
commercial  and  settlement  balance  with  foreign  countries 
is  active  and  the  state  budget  is  almost  balanced.  To  prove 
it  1 will  show  figures  of  both  past  years: 

1920  Lithuania's  exports  were  479,797,164  auksinas. 
It  imported  428,689,044  auksinas. 

In  1921,  its  exports  were  631,964,118  auksinas,  and 
imported  879,881,930  auksinas. 

That  means  that  two  years  ago  we  exported 
50,108,120  auksinas  more  than  we  imported.  Last  year  we 
imported  247,917,812  auksinas  more  than  we  exported, 
but  if  we  take  into  consideration  that  last  year  Lithuania 
received  about  20  million  dollars  and  pounds  it  makes  our 
settlement  balance  with  foreign  countries  for  last  year 
active,  too. 

As  for  our  budget:  the  1920  deficit  was  10,906,327 
auksinas  against  a total  of  422,329,209  auksinas.  The  1921 
deficit  was  45,164,636  auksinas  against  a total  of 


766,472,729  auksinas.  That  is  that  two  years  ago  the  deficit 
was  2.4%  of  all  our  budget,  and  last  year  it  was  5.5%.  The 
deficit  is  comparitively  small,  covered  by  internal  loans  or 
among  Lithuania-Americans,  and  not  financial  inflation., 
Le.,  emission  of  new  paper  money  as  now  most  of 
bankrupt  post-war  states  do. 

Thus  oiu*  industrious  nation  and  or  fn^l  and 
modest  government  is  not  guilty  for  the  slump  of  the  Osts. 
Who  is  guilty  then?  The  State  Loan  East  Bank  and  it's  back- 
up Reichsbank  of  Germany.  All  this  should  be  kept  in 
memory  for  the  day  of  settlement. 

The  financial  disaster  which  hit  Austria  did  not  pull 
Czechoslovakia  into  ruin  only  because  the  latter  managed 
to  put  its  finances  in  order  in  a timely  fashion  by  strict 
delimiting  itself  from  the  old  Austriain  Koren,  which 
unfortunately  our  government  did  not  do  in  time. 


Now  that  we  are  introducing  our 
own  currency,  questions  arise:  How  will 
the  Osts  be  liquidated?  How  is  the  State 
Loan  East  Bank  going  to  settle  with  us? 

As  for  the  first  question.  Paragraph 
#3  of  the  August  9 law  about  the 
monetary  unit  of  Lithuania  says  that  after 
three  months  the  Osts  will  not  be 
exchanged  anymore  and  will  be  fully 
taken  out  of  circulation  in  Lithuania. 
There  is  reason  to  guess  that  the  Osts 
after  taking  hold  of  us  will  not  willingly 
give  up  his  place  to  the  litas,  despite  laws 
and  government  decrees  (for  life  often  is 
stronger  than  laws).  It  will  try  like  any 
parasite  to  maintain  it's  life  on  the  side, 
especially  through  earlier  agreements 
with  our  credit  institutions. 

Anyway,  I don't  doubt  that  our 
finance  minister  will  be  able  to  animate 
the  Litas  and  to  secure  it's  victory  over 
the  Ost  by  1)  setting  it's  appropriate  rate, 
2)  by  prohibiting  import  of  Osts  to 
Lithuania,  and  3)  by  not  allowing  export 
of  foreign  currencies,  especially  dollars 
and  pounds  from  Lithaunia. 

From  these  measures  will  depend 
the  stability  of  our  litas  and  the 
prosperity  and  well-being  of  all  the 
country. 

About  the  settlement  with  the  State 
Loan  East  Bank,  I shall  write  more  in  the 
next  issue. 

VIDEO  Contijiued  from  page  1... 

numismatic  room  at  the  Museum, 
where  Passic  gives  the  viewer  a tour  of 
the  collection  on  display.  Several  LNA 
members  are  easily  identifiable  in  this 
video,  including  the  noted  Lithuanian 
numismatic  author,  Ruta  Kunciene 
who  attended  the  event. 

This  video  is  a must  for  any 
collector  of  Lithuanian  numismatics, 
and  is  of  excellent  quality.  It  can 
easily  be  shown  to  your  local  coin 
club. 

Copies  are  available  from  the 
LAGS  for  $29.95  each,  plus  $2.50 
shipping  and  handling.  Write  them  at 
the  Balzekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian 
Culture,  6500  S.  Pulaski  Road,  Chicago, 
IL  60629.  Researching  yoiu*  Lithuanian 
ancestors?  Membership  in  the  lAGS  is 
$25  per  year. 


FEAllIRE  OF  TIIE  MONTH,  By  Frank  Passic,  iVlbion,  Michigan.  ^ 

1991  TELSIAI-VARNIAI  CHURCHES  MEDAL 


TELSIAI  VARIVLy  CIRIROIES  MEDAL 

Sculptor:  Petras  Ciarska 

Mintage:  300  pieces 

Metal:  V^liite  metal 

Diameter:  51  nuu. 

Weiglit:  1.9  I S ounce 

In  recent  years  there  have  been 
numerous  medals  minted  commemorating 
various  Lithuanian  nationalistic  and 
geographic  themes  that  had  been  forbidden 
during  the  Soviet  occupation.  These  medals 
have  opened  up  a new  chapter  in  Lithuanian 
numismatics,  and  have  given  us  new  reasons 
to  collect 

In  1991  Lithuanian  coin-designer  and 
medalist  Petras  Garska  produced  a medal 
featiu'ing  two  major  Roman  Catholic 
churches  in  the  center  of  the  Samogitian 
region  of  Lithuania,  in  Telsiai  County. 

OBVERSE:  Featured  is  the  Telsiai 
Cathedral.  The  legend  reads:  "TELSIV 
KATEDRA  I'^bl  91-1991." 

REVERSE:  Featured  is  the  Sts.  Peter  & 
Paul  Church  in  the  new  section  of  Vamiai. 
The  legend  reads,  "BUVUSI  VARNIIJ  KATEDRA 
I69I-I991,"  which  translates,  "Former 
Varniai  Cathedral." 

If  you  get  a chance  to  see  my  video 
about  Lithuanian  numismatics,  I mention 
this  medal  to  the  genealogical  society  as  a 
reason  you  might  like  to  collect  something 
like  tills.  You  see,  my  great-grandfather 
Juozas  Kulakauskiis  (son  of  nobles  Petras- 
Povilas  and  Eiiiilija  [BukontasJ  Kulakauskas) 
and  my  great-grandmother  Julijona- 
Scholastika  Vazgirda  (daughter  of  nobles 
Simonas  and  Marijona  (Tautavicius) 
Vazgirda)  (b.  1859)  were  married  at  tliis 
church  in  1885,  as  well  as  two  of  my 
grandfathers  brothers  being  baptized  here! 

These  ancestors  of  mine  lived  near 
the  southern  portion  of  Lake  Lukstas  south 
of  VamiaL  in  such  villages  as  Nevardenat 
Cepaiciai.  GelzyciaL  etc,  and  their 
baptism/marriage  records  record  either  the 
old  or  new  V'amiai  churches  as  where  they 
went  for  spritual  services.  So  this  medal  has 
a persotial  aspect  to  it  as  an  expression  of 
my  heritage. 

Vamiai  is  a community  of  about 
2,000  persons  located  28  km.  south  of 
TelsiaL  It  was  formerly  known  as 
Medininkai  from  the  13th  I'^th  centuries  at 
which  time  the  newer  settlement  of  Varniai 
superceded  the  older  name.  Vamiai  served 
as  the  religious  and  cultural  center  of 
Saniogitia  for  many  years.  Vamiai  was  the 
home  of  Bishop  Motiejus  V'alancius,  who  is 


depicted  on  the  face  of  the  current  Lithuanian  2 Litai  banknote. 

Vamiai  was  also  the  home  of  Samogitian  Bishop  Merkelis 
(dedraitis  (1576-1609).  Vamiai  was  the  home  of  some  ancestors  of 
('otn  World  International  Editor  Ricliard  Giedroyc  (Giedraitis).  On  my 
great-grandmother's  1859  baptism  record,  it  is  recorded  that  she  was 
baptized  by  a priest  Giedraitis.  Small  world,  isn't  it? 

Telsiai  of  course  is  a city  of  around  20,000  persons  where  the 
Jewish  theological  school  "Jesliiva"  was  located  and  where  local 
municipal  money  was  issued  during  World  War  1.  The  SL  Anthony's 
Cdiurch  depicted  on  the  medal  was  constmeted  in  Baroque  style,  and 
Ixrcame  a cathedral  in  1926. 

Have  you  begun  a collection  of  Lithuanian  numismatic 
materia]  from  the  community/ region  your  ancestors  were  from?  I 
encourage  you  to  seek  these  out  and  to  do  so.  It  was  through 
numismatics  tliat  I became  interested  in  my  Lithuanian  heritage. 
Perliaps  the  same  can  be  said  for  you  too.  Let  this  V^amiai-Telsiai 
medal  serve  as  an  example. 


158«  ^ 
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ZENDNAS^DUKSA 
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We  know  of  some 
Lithaunian  collectors  who 
have  illustrations  of 
Lithuanian  coins  on  their 
’ex  libris"  labels.  But 
illustrated  on  the  left  is  an 
envelope  return  address  of 
the  noted  Lithuanian 
numismatist  Zenonas 

Duksa  featuring  a 
Lithuanian  medieval  coin. 
This  was  from  his  own 
personal  "ex  libris."  /Vn 
interesting  concept!  If  you 
have  a Lithuanian  coin  "ex 
libris"  send  us  a copy  and 
we'll  illustrate  it  here  in 
The  Knight. 


4. 


CONTEMPORARY  UTHUANIAN  DECORATIONS 


l)uriii4$  the  fall  of  1996.  LNA  member  Henry  L Gaidis  visited 
Llthuauia  and  had  the  good  furttme  to  be  able  to  tour  the  President's 
Orders  Chancaery  Office  (Prezidentura  Ordinu  Kancleris).  This 
Orders  Chancery  Office  is  located  inside  the  Lithuanian  Parliament 
building  in  downtown  Vilnius  and  is  part  of  the  Presidential  staff. 
This  office  is  responsible  for  the  design  and  issuance  of  aU  orders, 
decorations  and  medals  conferred  by  the  Lithuanian  government 
and  the  preparation  of  award  certificates  and  the  preservation  of 
records  related  to  the  same.  While  touring  the  Chancery,  Gaidis  was 
allowed  to  examine  samples  of  all  the  orders  and  decorations 
currently  being  awarded  by  the  government  with  their 
corresponding  award  certificates. 

With  this  issue  of  The  Knight  we  begin  a series  focusing  on 
the  new  orders,  decorations  and  medals  of  the  current  Republic  of 
Lithuania. 

Since  the  re-establishment  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania  in 
1990,  the  government  has  revived  and  is  currently  awarding  all  three 
of  it's  pre-war  orders.  At  the  present  time,  the  Lithuanian 
government  confers  the  Order  of  Vytautas  the  Great,  the  Order  of  the 
Cross  of  Vytis,  and  the  Order  of  Grand  Duke  Gediminas.  In  addition, 
the  three  classes  of  the  pre-war  Medal  of  the  Order  of  Gediminas,  the 
Volunteer's  (Savanoriu)  medaL  and  the  Life  Saving  Cross  decoration 
have  also  been  revived. 


THE  ORDER  OF  THE  CROSS 
OF  VYTIS 


The  Order  of  the  Cross  of  Vytis  (Vycio 
Kryziaus  Ordinas)  was  the  first  order  to  be  re- 
established. The  first  14  new  crosses  were 
awarded  posthumously  to  victims  killed  on 
January  13,  1991,  by  Soviet  forces  while 
defending  the  Lithuanian  Parliament  and 
other  vital  installations.  These  new  crosses 
were  designed  and  hand  assembled  by  the 
noted  Lithuanian  master  artist  Aloyzas 
Jonusauskas.  They  were  made  in  a silver 
metal  with  black  enamel  and  are  direct  copies 
of  the  original  pre-war  Order  of  the  Cross  of 
Vytis  made  by  Huegenin  Brothers  of  LeLocle, 
Switzerland,  The  most  obvious  difference 
between  the  two  is  that  the  Jonusauskas 
crosses  have  a separately  affixed  silver  raised 
Vytis  knight  on  their  red  enamel  shield.  The 
traditional  gold  plated  crossed  swords  appear 
behind  the  shield. 


The  Lithuanian 

Chancellery's  Orders  Office  in 
Vilnius.  Left  to  right:  Henry 
L.  Gaidis:  Zita  Andryonieie, 
Consultant;  and  Associate 
Nerijus  Treinys. 


These  posthumously 
awarded  crosses  were  presented 
on  March  11,  1992,  to  members 
of  the  victim's  families  by  the 
authority  of  the  Supreme 
Council  of  the  Republic  of 
Lithuania. 


Several  of  these  crosses  are  now  on 


Thougli  none  liave  yet  been  awarded,  the  Cliancery  has 
reproduced  and  holds  in  storage  a supply  of  the  National  Guard 
Guardian  Star  and  its  corresponding  Medal  (Sauliu  Zvaigzde  ir 
Medalis).  In  each  case  the  original  design  of  the  pre-war  decoration 
has  been  retained  with  only  minor  changes.  These  minor  differences 
will  be  presented  with  comments  from  Gaidis  helping  collectors  to 
distinguish  the  new  awards  from  their  pre  war  originals.  The 
IJthuanian  government  is  also  awarding  two  new  decorations:  the 
Januarv  13th  Reinbrance  Medal,  and  the  Darius  & Girenas  Aviation 
Medal. 


display  in  various  museums  in  Vilnus  and 
Kaunas.  Though  designated  as  First  Class 
decorations,  the  Jonusauskas  crosses  are 
designed  to  liang  from  over  size  breast 
ribbons  and  were  awarded  without  a breast 
star.  The  ribbon  used  on  the  new  decorations 
is  of  the  same  red  with  two  black  stripes 
pattern  as  the  pre-war  crosses.  .V  small 
stylized  Colunuis  of  (iediminas  design 
appears  as  part  of  the  silver  ribbon  crtxss  Iwr. 


Though  the  Jonusauskas-made  badges  appear 
similar  to  the  pre-war  crosses,  they  can  readily  be  identified 
by  their  separately-affixed  raised  silver  Vytis  knight,  of  the 
pre-war  design  (not  the  contemporary-styled  Vytis  emblem 
currently  in  use  by  the  government).  The  reverse  in  keeping 
with  it's  pre-war  format  bears  the  Lithuanian  words  "UZ 
NARSUMA"  for  Bravery,  across  the  top  arm  and  the  date 
"1919"  across  the  lower  arm.  Due  to  the  hand  made  nature 
of  these  crosses  and  lack  of  proper  materials,  these  early 
crosses  frequently  have  minor  imperfections  in  their 
enamel  finish. 

Jonusauskas  is  also  known  to  have  made  at  least  two 
sample  or  prototype  traditional  first  class  pattern  pieces 
with  badges  hanging  from  an  over  the  shoulder  breast  sash 
with  their  corresponding  silver  nine  pointed  silver  breast 
star  bearing  a miniature  black  enamel  cross. 

These  prototype  crosses  can  also  be  identified  by 
Jonusauskas'  raised  silver  Vyfis  center.  The  prototype 
decorations  were  delivered  to  the  government  in  velvet 
lined,  imitation  black  leather,  presentation  boxes  bearing  a 
gold  embossed  Lithuanian  Vytis  coat-of-arms  on  the  box  Ud. 
These  pattern  crosses  were  then  furnished  to  the  Dailees 
medal  manufacturing  firm,  Vilnius,  Lithuania,  and  used  to 
manufacture  the  current  Cross  of  Vytis  decorations. 

All  five  classes  of  the  Order  of  the  Cross  of  Vytis 
with  their  corresponding  breast  stars  are  now  being  made 
by  the  Dalles  firm.  The  Dalles  made  crosses  with  their 
major  distinguishing  characteristic  being  the  use  of  red 
enamel  outling  on  the  Vytis  appearing  in  the  center  of  the 
decoration  red  center  shield.  On  the  original  deocration, 
detafls  of  the  Vytis  knight  and  his  horse's  bridal  and  straps 
are  outlined  in  silver  metaL  If  compared  side  by  side,  the 
Dailes  enamel  Vytis  is  also  slightly  larger  or  bulkier  in  size. 
In  addition,  the  decorative  bow  design  on  the  original 
ribbon  cross  bar  has  been  replaced  with  a simple  round 
jump  ring  connecting  the  badge  to  the  cross  bar. 

At  least  64  Order  of  the  Cross  of  Vytis  decorations 
were  awarded  by  President  Landsbergis  and  43  by  President 
Brazauskas  in  various  patterns  and  classes.  A good  niunber 
have  been  awarded  to  members  of  the  Lithuanian  armed 
forces  related  to  NATO  Bosnian  operations.  A 2nd  Class 
Cross  of  Vytis  was  posthumously  awarded  to  Lieirtenant 
Normundas  Valters,  LITPLA-4,  who  was  killed  along  with  a 
Danish  officer  when  their  vehicle  ran  over  a land  mine. 

A unique  variation  of  the  Order  of  the  Cross  of  Vytis 
was  awarded  for  a short  period  of  time  in  1992  which 
closely  resembles  the  original  1921  Cross  of  Vytis.  These 
bear  a grainy-like  surface  rather  than  Mack  enamel.  During 
the  hectic  1991  political  transition  period,  the  Lithuanian 
government  entered  into  a contract  with  the  firm  of  Arthus 
Bertrand,  Paris,  France,  to  make  silver  metal  4th  and  5th 
Class  Cross  of  Vytis  decorations.  Approximately  50  of  the 
Bertrand-made  decorations  were  delivered  to  the  Lithuanian 
government  and  35  are  known  to  have  been  awarded  before 
this  contract  was  discontinued. 

The  French  contract  was  reportedly  cancelled  due  to 
the  expense  involved,  the  decision  to  limit  awards  to  the 
black  enamel  pattern,  and  the  subsequent  proven  ability  of 
local  Lithuanian  firms  to  manufacture  the  crosses.  The 
French  pattern  crosses  can  be  readily  identified  by  their 
silver  loop  type  ribbon  cross  bars  similar  to  those jused  on 
the  original  1921  decorations.  These  crosses  are  also 
slightly  larger  in  size  than  the  originals  and  have  a raised 
Vytis  knight  cast  directly  into  the  shield  itself.  In  addition, 
the  French  crosses  utilize  a unique  Vytis  carrying  a round 
shield  not  found  on  previous  decorations. 


ABOVE:  1991  Order  of  the  Cross  of  Vytis  5th  Class 
manufactured  by  Arthus  Bertrand  in  Paris.  BELOW: 
Dafles-made  obverse  of  2nd  Class  Order  with  Breast  Star. 


MORE  PHOTOS  ON  PAGE  8.. ..Series  continued  next  Issue. 


English  translation  by 
V.L.G.  Matelis 


Continued  from  last  issue.... 


MONETINIS  iMETALAS/Coin  Metal.  The  mixture  of  metal  assigoed  by  statute  (stantlard),  from  which 
coius  of  various  deuomiiiatious  are  struck  by  the  state.  Gold  coins  are  usually  set  at  0.900%  of  the  precious 
metal,  together  with  0.100%  of  other  metal  (the  ligature).  The  most  popular  ingots  in  these  days  for  silver 
coins  nms  0.500  to  0.750%  of  the  precious  metal,  witili  0.500  to  0.250  ligature.  Bronze  coins  are  struck  from 
ingots  of  various  metals.  The  amount  of  precious  metal  (of  the  basic  metal)  in  a coin  represent  its  pure 
metal  consistency,  and  its  weight,  the  net  weiglit  of  the  coin.  Together  with  the  ligature,  it  comprises  the 
gross  coin's  weight.  Knowing  both  of  the  coin's  weight,  it  is  easy  to  compute  its  purity.  Gold,  silver  and 
other  soft  metals,  because  of  their  lack  of  durability  in  circulation,  are  not  used  in  the  striking  of  coins. 

MONETOS  STOVIS/Coin  Condition.  Its  wear  situation.  How  the  coin  has  been  maintained,  either  in 
circulation  or  put  aside  without  wear  (clear,  good  strike,  unimpaired.-  scratched,  worn  or  rusty).  From  this 
condition  derives  its  numismatic  value,  is  it  still  usable,  its  value  in  a collection,  and  in  conjunction  with 
this,  its  purchase  value.  A coin's  condition  is  described  in  stages:  1.  Perfect  proof,  a specially  struck  coin.  2. 
/Vn  uncirculated  coin.  Almost  imcirculated,  extra  fine,  very  fine,  fine,  good,  unacceptable.  To  the 
inexperienced  or  to  those  with  little  ex|>erience.  these  grades  are  difficult  to  determine,  so  when  buying, 
seek  an  expert's  opinion. 

MONETOS  SVORIAI/Coin  weight  \.  Ciross.  The  entire  coin.  B.  Net.  the  weight  of  the  precious  metal 
in  the  coin.  In  ancient  corns,  that  is  established  by  reference  to  the  type  of  weight  units  or  scales  in  use  at 
the  time  and  in  the  state  of  their  origin,  each  in  the  year  of  striking.  The  diJBerence  in  weight  existing  until 
the  end  of  the  19th  century  (various  pounds,  marks,  grivnas,  ounces,  grains,  etc.)  require  particular 
attention.  We  can  likewise  not  forget  the  erroneous  weights  and  errors  of  past  numismatists,  which  at 
times  are  strikingly  large.  In  making  further  or  supplementary  conclusions  in  examination,  the  coin 
weight  must  be  clearly  expressed  and  their  errors  corrected  or  properly  accounted  for. 

MONTTOS  NTIDAS/Coin's  Face.  Tlie  total  of  everything  visible  in  one  or  the  other  side  of  a coin 
(portrait,  inscription,  legend  figures,  punctuation,  circles,  etc).  More  properly,  the  more  important  face 
should  be  called  the  obverse,  and  the  other,  the  reverse. 

MONETOS  VERTE/Coin's  Value.  1.  Real.  What  it  cost  to  produce  the  metal  and  the  coin.  2.  NominaL 
Wliat  is  mentioned  on  the  coin  itself,  regardless  of  the  cost  of  the  metal.  3.  Its  value  in  exchange,  its 
commercial  value.  What  and  how  much  can  be  purchased  with  it.  4.  Numismatic --the  coin's  value  in  the 
numismatic  market. 

MONTTOS  /FNTtl  lAI/Goin's  signs.  Initials,  monograms,  symbols,  placed  on  a coin  by  its  creator, 
niodelist.  engraver,  recognized  by  the  jK*rson  directly  responsible  for  its  issuance.  E.G.,  "J.Z."  Juozas 
Zikaras,  the  creator  of  the  meodal  for  the  1936  5 litai  piece.  The  arrow  of  FL  Stypelis  on  the  17th  century 
gold  coin  struck  in  Mhiius.  or  the  scales  and  "IP"  the  coat  of  arms  and  initials  of  the  Grand  Duchy's 
Treasurer.  Liudvikas  Paciejus. 

MONETEi  DATOS/Coin  Dates.  Are  dates  of  emission,  in  which  one  or  another  modem  coin  was 
struck  or  left  the  Mint.  In  the  middle  ages,  as  a rule,  only  the  /Vrabs  gave  the  date  of  their  Hegira.  In 
Western  Europe,  away  from  the  limits  of  influence  of  the  Arabs,  dates  were  given  randomly  in  the  13th  and 
1 1th  centuries,  struck  in  the  Roman  letters,  and  in  the  15th  century,  in  the  Arabic  figures.  A more  frequent 
application  of  coin  dates  in  the  Christian  countries  begins  at  the  end  of  the  15th  century,  and  increases  by 
degrees  in  the  following  century.  The  first  date  appearing  on  Lithuanian  coins  was  on  the  half-groshes  of 
Sigismund  the  Old,  struck  in  Vilnius  from  1508  to  1529.  In  England,  the  first  coin  containing  Arabic  figur^ 
was  Issued  in  1551.  Russia  began  dating  its  coins  in  1596  (though  the  year  was  given  in  letters  of  the  Slavic 
alphabet).  Coins  of  today  which  would  lack  the  date  of  their  striking  are  unimaginable.  Various  signs  are 
used  to  express  dates,  adaptable  to  the  cliaracters  in  vogue  w-ithin  the  state,  and  the  chronological  er:i. 

MONETT.  EILE/Series  of  Cxtins.  All  of  the  denominations  of  coins  of  the  same  country,  struck  at  the 
^aiiie  Mint  and  of  the  same  date. 
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1925  laidos  Lietuvos  Respublikos  monetq  eile. 

MONETIJ  KALYKLA/Coin  Mint.  A special  concern,  an  institution  in  which  metal  money  and  coins 
are  produced,  and  frequently  medals,  various  seals  of  government  departments,  military  symbols  of  honor 
and  other  metal  objects.  It  was  conceived  in  the  days  of  the  invention  of  coins,  in  Lydia  in  the  7th  century 
of  the  pre-Christian  era.  From  there,  it  passed  to  the  Greeks,  and  from  them  spread  around  the 
Mediterranian  Sea,  proceeded  to  Asia  and  elsewhere.  In  antiquity,  the  striking  of  coins  was  not  a 
complicated  matter.  It  sufficed  to  take  a piece  of  prescious  metal  and  a die  of  one  kind  or  other,  and  strike 
it  with  a hammer.  Man  utilized  his  own  power  to  perform  the  entire  task.  In  the  course  of  time,  coin  mints 
grew,  spread  and  perfected  themselves.  They  became  indespensible,  in  all  civilized  countries.  In  some 
places,  they  belonged  to  the  ruler,  in  others  , to  towns,  to  dukes,  to  magnates,  to  bishops,  abbots,  etc. 
Whoever  could  strike  coins  instituted  coin  mints.  Some  mints  were  owned  and  administered  by  the 
founders,  the  initiators,  others  were  rented  out  to  specialists,  while  in  others,  selected  officials  were 
appointed  to  administer  them.  Often,  in  a country  or  state  there  were  more  than  one  coin  mint  For 
instance,  in  England  at  the  turn  of  the  10-1 1th  centuries,  there  were  established  75  of  them.  In  France 
dming  the  second  half  of  the  l4th  century,  20  were  in  operation.  Each  performed  by  itself,  with  no 
connecting  tie.  Finally,  the  preparation  of  coins  was  a right  assumed  solely  by  the  rulers,  and  in  modem 
times,  that  right  and  the  coin  mints  themselves  rest  in  the  hands  of  the  state  administration. 

For  many  years,  coins  were  hammered  in  mints  purely  by  manual  labor,  as  in  a blacksmith  shop, 
by  ordinary  hamners.  The  most  demanding  work  of  the  niinter  was  to  engrave  pictures  or  inscriptions 
upon  dies  of  metal,  which  had  to  be  done  on  hard  metal  by  hand,  each  separately.  New,  entirely  different 
methods  of  producing  coins  appeared  in  the  l6th  and  17th  centuries,  by  pouring  bars  of  coin  metal  into 
plates,  and  by  use  of  machines  to  cut  planchets  out  of  those  plates,  and  adapting  the  rotary  press  (probably 
invented  by  the  Italians  in  the  15th  century  and  improved  by  the  brothers  GebUs  of  Danzig  in  the  l6th 
century)  to  "print"  out  the  coins  without  a hammer.  The  pioneers  here  were  German,  French  and  English. 
Later,  that  and  other  machines  spread  in  use  elsewhere.  And  to  turn  those  machines,  there  w’as  harnessed 
water,  winde,  draft  animals  (not  to  speak  of  men).  Steam  followed,  and  finally,  electricity.  Nowadays, 
everything  in  the  coin  mint  is  done  by  machines.  Only  models  of  the  coins  and  medals  are  created  by 
specialists.  The  basic  means  of  producing  today's  coins  at  the  Mint  are:  a furnace  to  melt  the  metaL 
chemical  analysis  fixtures,  a machine  to  spread  the  bars  into  plates,  a press  to  cut  coin  planchets,  devices 
to  finish  off  the  edges  fo  the  planchets,  and  polish  them  to  a luster;  apparatus  for  engraving  dies  and  to 
duplicate  them,  automatic  presses  to  strike  the  coins,  accurate  scales,  and  a special  machine  or  instrument 
to  count  both  planchets  and  coins.  A modem  press  (whose  prototype  was  invented  in  1817  by  the  Berman 
D.  LTiihom,  and  improvements  added  by  the  Frenchman  Thonnelier)  can  today  produced  up  to  100  coins  a 
minute.  Govemmenal  coin  mints  are  administered  and  their  work  in  progress  is  supervised  by  specialists, 
and  the  cost  of  its  labor  covered  by  the  state's  treasury. 

Many  of  the  modem  mints  used  special  signs  fletters  or  symbols)  by  which  they  identify  their  coins 
(for  Instance,  Rome's  Mint-R,  Paris,  "A."  and  a horn  of  plenty  with  a torch;  historical  Vilnius,  or  "V^," 
Utricht  of  Holland~a  fish. 

When  more  than  one  mint  is  operating  in  a country,  all  of  them  use  separate  identifications  (e.g  in 
Germany,  the  Berlin  Mint  distinguished  itself  from  others  by  using  the  letter  "A,"  Hamburg  by  "J,"  Munich. 
"D,"  Stuttgart  by  "F."  These  symbols  are  placed  in  an  unobtrusive  part  of  the  coin. 

MONETIJ  REGALLA/Coin  Regalia.  The  Exclusive  right  to  produce  and  issue  into  circulation  mone\- 
and  monetary  symbols.  In  antiquity  and  the  middle  ages,  this  right  was  preempted  by  towns,  temporal  and 
spiritual  leaders,  dukes,  and  rulers.  In  modem  times,  it  devolved  upon  and  belongs  to  the  state.  Based  upon 
this  principaL  states'  governments  select  the  country's  monetary  standard.  The  unit  of  money  and  the  value 
and  measure  of  that  unit  (for  instance,  the  Litas  had  0.150462  gr  of  pure  gold).  Tlie  division  of  the  monetaiy 
unit  (a  mble  is  made  up  of  100  kopecks).  The  basic  and  other  coins,  the  denominations  of  all  monetaiy 
symbols,  their  appearance,  metallic  content,  metrological  form,  and  the  manner  and  order  of  its 
production  and  circulation.  The  right  to  set  legal  tender.  CONTINLJED  NEXT  ISSUE... 


DECORATIONS 


Contuiued  from  page  5... 


AT  RIGHT: 

JONXSALISKAS 
1ST  CXASS 

PROTOTYPE. 
BREAST  SASH 
V^’RAPPED 
BEHIND  RIBBON 


ABOVE:  DaUes-imde  4th  and  5th  class  (Orders 
of  the  Cross  of  Vytis. 


\BO\  E:  President  Bnizausluis  awarding  the  Order  of  the  Cross  of  Vytis  to  i members  of  the  I.ithiuinian 
ofitigeiit  to  Bosnia.  SeptemiH-r  i. 
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WHILE  LITHUANIA  IS  WATTING  FOR 
THE  LTTAS,  PHYSICISTS  ARE 
PREPARING  TO  ISSUE  THEIR  OWN 
CURRENCY 

By  Rasa  Karmazaite 

[From  Lietuvos  Rytas,  April  2, 1993-  Translated  by 
Aleksandras  Radzius.  ] 

[EDITORS  NOTE:  This  fantasy  "coin"  was  minted  at 
the  Mint  of  Lithuania.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  Lithuanian 
Mint  Director,  Viktoras  Miltakis  worked  at  the  Lithuania 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  the  Institute  of  Physics  from  1980  to 
1990.  The  illustration  comes  from  a Lithuanian  Mint 
brochure  illustrating  various  items  that  have  been  produced 
there.  We  don't  have  any  diameter/metal  content  or  mintage 
statistics  on  this,  but  perhaps  someone  in  Lithuania  saved 
one  and  can  send  us  that  information. 

In  Lithuanian,  physics  is  "fizika."  Thus,  Fizland  is  "the 
land  of  physics."  FIDI  equals  Fiziku  Diena,  or  Physicists 
Day. 

Notice  the  value  of  the  Fido  was  set  at  100  Taloni  to  1 
Fido.  That  is  the  same  exchange  rate  the  Litas  was  given  in 
exchange  for  the  Talonas  when  it  was  released  in  June, 
1993.1 

Tomorrow  a green  dinosaur  will  come  out  of 
the  physics  department  of  the  University  of  Vilnius 
and  come  onto  the  streets  of  Vilnius.  The  25th 
Spring  FIDI  festival  will  bring  together  not  only 
future  physicists,  but  famous  people,  former 
students  of  the  deparment. 

Vitas  Maciulis,  director  of  the  laser  form 
"Eksma,"  organizer  of  the  first  couple  of  FIDI 
fesitvals  remembers  1969  when  students  celebrated 
at  dances  and  at  clubs  for  inventors.  At  that  time 
physicists  decided  to  organized  a festival  as  had 
never  been  before.  Music  fill  all  the  halls  and 
auditoriums  of  the  department.  Pranks  were 
played.  Competitions  were  held,  there  were 
attractions.  Student  produced  films  were  shown. 

The  festival  became  a tradition,  the  dinosaur 
parading  in  Vilnius'  streets,  pranks  played  by 
physicists  was  and  is  an  inseparable  part  of 
students'  life  at  the  capital.  Each  year,  it  is  a 
reflection  of  the  pulse  of  the  time,  the  physicists 
regard  the  prevailing  mood  in  Lithuania  with  a 
smile:  during  the  hippie  period,  guitars  were 
played,  long  hair  flowed  and  tom  jeans.  Theatrical 
spectables  were  created,  the  stagnation  of  the 
populace  was  reflected  on  stickers  and  medals.  The 
physicists  pay  a special  attention  the  philology 
department  which  was  comprised  mainly  of  co- 
eds. According  to  V.  Maoulis,  during  the  25  years 
the  philology  students  were  burned  in  effigy, 
swallowed,  and  taken  through  the  street  in 


THE  FIDO.  Does  anyone  have  one  of  these? 


ceremony.  The  physicists  loved  them 
especially,  although  they  generally  get 
married  to  mathematicians. 

There  were  damages  done  during  the 
first  festival-windows  and  doors  were 
broken.  Some  people  were  upset  by  this, 
however  FIDI  lives.  Some  of  its  veterans  are 
such  people  as  A.  Abisala,  A.  Grumadas,  V. 
Rubavicius,  and  the  directors  of  many  firms. 
Due  to  the  efforts  of  the  FIDI  alumni 
association,  the  veterans  are  broi^ht 
together  to  advise  and  help  the  students. 
This  year  they  formed  a shadow 
organization  which  issued  a decree  "On  the 
issuance  of  the  Fido  in  Fizland." 

The  FIDO,  according  to  the  physicists, 
is  the  first  Lithuanian  coin  which  will  make 
its  appearance  on  April  3.  Its  exchange  value 
will  be  based  on  the  currency  currently  in 
circulation  on  Lithuanian  territory  at  a rate 
of  100  Taloni  to  1 FIDO.  The  gold-colored 
coins  were  minted  in  Lithuania  and  on  one 
side  is  the  inscription,  "Vienas  Fidas"  (One 
Fido)  and  on  the  other,  a relief  portrait  of 
the  founder  of  FIDI,  Vitas  Maciulis  and  the 
inscription  "Fi  Di  XXV."  According  to 
experts,  this  is  the  first  real  step  in  the 
introduction  of  our  own  currency.  There  will 
be  5 commercial  banks  in  Fizland  and  the 
Central  Bank  which,  together  with  the  FIDI 
economic  police,  will  oversee  their  work-  In 
the  evening,  the  coins  will  be  taken  out  of 
circulation. 

According  to  Arunas  Dauksa,  a student 
of  the  Vilnius  University  physics 
department,  there  will  be  no  spring  without 
FIDI.  Tomorrow  the  green  dinosaiu*  will  be  a 
witness  to  this,  and  the  small  wind  mills  will 
spin  at  the  last  winds  of  winter  and  kits  will 
fly  in  Kukiskiai  square.  The  dean  of  the 
physics  department  will  grant  an  amnesty  to 
all  those  graduated  from  the  department  but 
are  working  in  other  fields. 
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WANT  ADS  LETTERS 


For  Sale:  Book  Die  MUnzen  und  Das  Papiergeld 
Estlaiids,  Lettlatids,  Litauens  by  A-  Platbardzis,  1957, 
only  110  copies  printed.  202  pages,  plus  30 
plates.  Nice  and  Scarce.  $50.00. 

Medal:  Augustinas  Voldermaras,  1940, 
Bronze,  51  mm,  uncirculated.  (Prime  Minister  of 
Lithuania).  Obverse:  Bust  left  with  "Augustinas 
Voldemaras,  1883.  Reverse:  "Pirmas 

Nepriklausomos  Lietuvos  Ministeris  Pirmininkas 
1918"  at  center,  with  Sovietu  Isve^tas  Sibiran 
1940"  at  edge.  $30.00. 

Tony  Tumonis,  3232  N.  Winstel  #11, 
Tucson,  AZ  85716. 

WANTED:  Copy  of  book,  "Papiergeld- 
Spezialkatalog  Deutschland  1874-1980,"  by  Albert 
Pick  and  Jens-Uwe  Rixen.  Munich  (Germany) 
1982. 

Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  St.  , Albion,  MI 

49224. 


FOR  SALE:  Uthuanian  .750  silver  1936  5 
Litai  coins  in  XF  condition  featuring  Dr.  Jonas 
Basanavicius.  $20  plus  $2.50  p & h.  Also,  Capital 
Plastic  (blue)  custom  made  holder  for  your  1925- 
36-38  Lithuanian  l4-coin  set,  $35.  Balzekas 
Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture,  6500  S.  Pulaski 
Road,  Chicago,  EL  6o629. 

WANT/FOR  SALE  ADS  ARE  FREE  TO  LNA 
MEMBERS.  What  have  you  got  to  sell,  or  what  do 
you  need?  list  it  HERE  in  the  next  issue.  Also, 
business  card  inserts  are  only  $5  per  issue.  Be 
sure  and  contact  our  advertisters  below  and  let 
them  know  you  saw  their  ad  in  The  Knight. 


Dealer  in 

* 

Quality  Rare  Coins 

Karl  Stcpbcijs 

Ipc. 

Karl  Stephens 

Prcident 

Post  Office  Flox  458 

ANA  57209 

T rtnplr  r4rv,  Ca.  9 1 780  818  445  8154 

Keep  up  the  good  work  of  what  you  are 
doing,  for  me  it  is  another  world  of  coins  and 
history,  the  one  my  late  parents  talked  about. 
-Anne  Zichko,  FishkiU,  NY. 


Enclosed  is  a photocopy  of  the  3 
Ostrubel  note.  Series  "F",  TYPE  2.  Back  in  1983, 
I believe  I caused  this  Type  1/Type  2 confusion. 
Talking  to  you  on  the  phone  then,  from 
memory  I made  the  statement  having  a series 
"G"  Type  1.  I should  have  consulted  my  notes 
from  the  original  survey  I participated  in  first 
Hope  I will  be  vindicated  by  this  Type  2 Series 
"F"note. 

-Ed  Mikutis,  Berwyn,  IL. 


l«wu  Kates  llhmes  paKal  taita  waj  wiKo,  waj  art 
.jtWas  waj  wiltotas  eegahda  Jifrrrt^em  ildod, 
joek.todif5  ar tpaidudaiteem  lih^  attof)i^adeem. 


THE  KNIGHT,  Volume  19,  No.  3,  Issue 
#104.  The  official  publication  of  the 
Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association. 

Aleksandras  Radzius,  Baltimore,  MD, 
DIRECTOR.  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan, 
EDITOR. 


Subscription/membership:  A 

donationof  $15  or  more  for  Volume  19  (5 
issues).  Write:  Lithuanian  Numismatic 
Association,  P.O.  Box  22696,  Baltimore,  MD 
21203. 

EDITOR’S  ADDRESS:  Frank  Passic,  900 
S.  Eaton  St,  Albion,  MI  49224. 

FOR  BACK  ISSUES:  Write:  Sarunas 
Mingela,  46707  Stratford  Court,  Northville, 
MI  48167. 

The  LNA  is  a member  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  C-117903. 
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